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A moſt true report or the myraculous moumg ano 
| of a plot of ground. about nine Aces, at FVejirem — | 
in Kemt,which began the 18.of December,and ſo con- . 


| tin ed till the 29. ol the ſame moneth. 1396 . * 0 
The true figure of the ſoreſaid plot of ground, conte ining nine Actes. | E 22 
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From A. te Afignificth the 
carrying way atthe Noith 
end, which is ſunke in one 
place 100.toutc , and in an 
other place 65. locte. 


From D. to C.fignificth two 
partes of Alder, wich are 
driuen vp tothe toppe of a 

Hull 4.perches a peece, 


From B. to B. ſigniſ eth the 
olde foore path, which ns 
driuenfrom F. to E. 8. per. 
ches. 
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F. ſigniſieth a hole ſuncke 
in the plain ground thirue 
fovre, 


2 


Frem EH. to H ſigniheth a 
ſtanding Hedge of 21. per- 
ches long, which u remo- 
ued 7. pearches cut oh 
place. | 


T he names ef certaine of thoſe which were eye witneſſes 


for the teſtimoniallof the truth hereof vader 
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Iohn Studley, Vicor of We- lohn Chapman ef Cockam, 
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Wil. Holton Phiſitian, Richard Welles ycoman, 
lohn Gainsford Gent. Thomas Tollor ycoman, 
Eraimus Gainsford Gen. Giles Browne yeoman, 
Gyles Gainsford Gen. Thomas Stacy yeoman. 
. Iohn Dawling the elder, Richard Stidowle yeoman. 
* Gen. Raphe Stacy yeoman. 
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William Holmeden Gen, yeoman. 


John Larmoth Gen, 
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To the right Honourable 


my ſin ular good Lady and Niſtreſſe, the La- 
dy I, 


argaret, B arroneſſe Dacreof the South, 
lohn Chapman your poore ſeruaunt, wi- 
gheth much increaſe of honor iu this 
world,and eternall roy and felici- 
tie in the world to come. 


Ight Honorable,my ſingular good 
Ladie and Miſtreſſe, whereas | find 
that ingratitude and forgetſulneſſe 
of due reuerence to be performed 

of ſeruants toward Maiſters & Mi- 
ſtreſſes, is among all ſorts moſt odi- 

ous; as contrariwiſe, diligence to 
pleaſe, and reuerent dutifulneſſe toward their ſayd 
Maiſters, &c. is inthem a thing moſt laudable : as 
among many other, we reade of one Macreniu, ſer- 
uant afore time to a poore Artiſan named Hargabus, 
who being afterward called to be a Senator, did ſtill 
for euer yeeld ſuch reuerẽce vnto his ſaid old poore 
Maiſter, as thereby he did not onely giue cauſe of 
great ioy, to Hargabus, but it was eſteemed in him a 
great praiſe and iner caſe of honour, to be ſo dutiful 
to him that had brought him vp. In regard whereof, 
[ your Ladiſhips ſeruant, being deſirous to make 
knownetothe world the obedient dutie & ſeruice- 
able mindethat I beare to your honor, haue thoght 


good (for want of better opportunitie, to preſent 


2 your 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
your Ladiſhip with the education of the plotting 
and ron of this miraculous worke of God, 
touching the ſtraunge mouing of certaine ground, 
at V eſtram in Kent, whereof, [ with diuers others, 
haue bin witneſſes. Humbly beſeeching your good 
Ladiſhip, to accept this as a poore new yeares gift, 
atthe handes of him, who prayeth vnto God that 
your honourable Ladiſhip may enioy many happy 
new yeares: and is, and alway will be ready and di- 
ligent to pleaſe your Ladiſhip to the vttermoſt of 


his power. 


Your Ladiſhips faithfall and 
obedient ſeraut. 


lohn Chapman. 


LITE LIARS LOTS 


LIKE DIED LL 


1 — re — — 


An admonition to the Chriſtian 


R ea, EF. 


Sit is molt cuident fo them that are of 
1 the houfhold of faith, that in the begins 
*0(9|ning our moſt gracious God did by his 
*W|mightic power create and faſhion the 
— [whole frames of the heauens about, an 
„an things elle on earth beneath: ſo alſo 
— it is no leſſe manifeſt, but ̊ by his won- 
derfull and vnſearchable pꝛouidente hee 
both from time to time pꝛeſerue and ke pe, gouern 4 guide, 
alter and change, and euery way diipoſc thereof accozding 
to his owne god will and pleaſure,andas it ſæ me th be ſt ta 
bimſelfe fo; the glozy of his bleſſed name, and the god of his 
choſen childzen : deare to him in Chziſt Jeſus, to whom 
tberfoze be pꝛaiſe t᷑ glozy now andeuermoze., Amen. The ſe 
things (AI ſay) arc moſt apparant vato men: And pet not- 
withKanding the bꝛight eye of his Almightte maleſty con- 
tinually pearcing into our hearts, and ſaunding deeply the 
vnſerne fecrets ofmens deceitfull thoughts , doth by bis di- 
nine wiſedome (@ and perceiue , that many there bee who 
baue their continuall connerſation among his childzen, and 
do ſometimes ſucke the fatte of the earth moze plentifully 
then they do, who pet lyke vnto bzuite beaſtes, deſfitute of 
reaſonable ſonles, can goe no further in contemplation of 
ſpirituall matters then their bodily ſences, common vnte 
beaſtes , which doe leade and direct them: And therefoze 
theſe carnall men (as the Apoſtle tearmeth them) haue as 
be ſaith, no taſte noz ſence , of dinine matters, noz any per- 
ceining of thoſe things that do appertaine vnto God: pca 
there bee ſome of them ſo farre from hauing any reuerent 
eſtimation and religious feling * bis gratious maieſtie, 
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To the Chriftian Reader. 


and eſpecially from acknowledging of his fatherly godnes 
and watchful pzoutdence, ſuſtaining the and theirs in their 
daylyneceſſitie of life and liuing, as that vnto themſelues, 
and in their owne hearts they ſape plainlye (and that the 
L 02de himſelfe doth knowe ) that there is no Cod at 
all, 

This damnable impietie , although it do deſerue, as a 
moſt blaſphemous contempt of the ſacred de itie, fo be no 
wates tollerated,but to be moſt ſharply cenſured,and rigo⸗ 
roufly puniſhed, either with the fearefull fler that fell 
vpon Sodom, oz the ſuddayne gaping of the ground that 
ſwalowed vp Cora/, oꝛ the (warming lice t vermin which 
did feve vpen the fleſh ol that pzeſumptuous Herod , and 
de uoured his loathſome carkeſſe aliue, pet ſuch is the great 
pattence and long ſuffering of the Lozde , as that her 
doth vouchſafe to fozbeare , to execute his ſharpe iuſtice vp⸗ 
on the ſame foz a time, and in the meane while (as one 
pittying this naturall blindneſſe) doth moſt bountifully 
(as it were) put fozth his glozious hand, and therein doth 
holde out ſuch lampes of light as maye cle are ly ſhine vnto 
vs, and be (as the ſtarre to the wiſemen was at Chzilt 
his byꝛth) ſufficient guides to leade vs out of this groſſe 
darkneſſe of erroz and ignozance,and bzing vs to finde him 
where be is, if we applye cur ſelues as they did to followe 
the courſe and foting ofp ſame going befoze vs, euen here 
vppon the earth: Foz (ſeeing we be thus barvly tyed vato 
our outward ſences, and ſo ſtrongly pꝛeſſed down with the 
beauy (way therof,as that we cannot paſſe higher then the 
reache of them: and ſo reſting there upon, become altogi⸗ 
ther vnapt to mount a loft, and aſcend by fapth to diſcerne 
him ſitting abone in the height of the heauens,in his inui⸗ 
ſible mateſtie, be doth not yet leaue vs here, and fozſake 
vs ſo: but to the intent our dead and benummed conſcien- 
ces might euen by theſc our naturall ſences be ſufficiently 
conuinced in this point, and ſurther our humaine dulneſſe 
(it it may be) ſtirred vp, to haue ſome moze liuely feling, 
fozcible perceyuerance, and effecuall conſideration of that 
ſupzeme 
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Tothe Chriſtain Reader. 

fupzeme eſſence, who is God all ſufficient , vnto all, and 

in whom we liue, moue, and haue our being, be doth ther⸗ 

foze vouchſafe , to diſcend in ſome ſete vnto vs, and offe- 

reth here vpon earth, vnto our eies a ſencible teſtimony 

of his moſt certaine bæ ing, andofhis mightie power dif- 

cernable by dis ſtraunge wozkes, daily done in eur ſight, 

karre aboue the common courſe ofnature , and beyend the 

pollicie and ſtrength of man: And to the intent we maye 

vnderſtand ſo much of them, he doth in doing them, cal vn⸗ 

to vs by his pzophet,wiliing vs to loke vpon them, and to 

coſidex them reuerently, while be ſaith, Come and behold 

the workes of God, for he is terrible in his dooings toward 

the ſonnes of men: Foz if they were in derde well wayed 

as they ought to be, t dulp conſidered one with an other:the 

oder and courſe of them one wap, and the varpetie and al⸗ 

teration of them an sther way, is (uch,as may eaſily induce 

and perſwade vs to know and bele ue, coſeſſe and ſay, very- 0 

ly there is a God that rule th the earth: And among (undzy 

ether his woꝛkes that may be of this fozce, he commenteth 
vnts vs in place where ſome eſpecially,namely theſe (that 
as the pꝛophet ſaith, ) One while he turneth running rivers 
into a wilderneſſe, and the ſprings ot waters into dry groũd, 
and conuerteth fruit ful land into bartainneſle, for the ſinnes 
of them that do dwell chereon. An other while he turneth 
the wilderneſle in to pooles of water: And a dry land into 
water ſprings . UWihereto we way avde, that ſometime hee 
burleth downe hilles, and maketh them to become lows 

4 vallies, and wtthail cxalteth the lowe vallies, and maketh 
them to become high hilles : Whichjertraoztinary effects 
when the y come to palle,they are not to be altogither neg⸗ 
le ded, noz attributev, as the maner of ſome is fo de, vnto 
blind chaũce, caſualtte, and foztunc,o2 elſe tothe only ſozce 
ofnaturail cauſes meaſurable by philoſophicall reaſon; but 
as if appeareth by the holp pzophet,they arc to be cſternicd 

| as matters of clpeciall marke, and woozthie fobcerc- 
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gardet as he defull dzcuments, wb ich haue their firfl ozi⸗ 
gtnall and beginning of their motion, pꝛoca ding ſrom the 


great ſountaine of Gods diuine pꝛouit once, not wy 
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To the Chriſtian Rrader. | 
idlelp therein, but te nding vnto ſome eſpecial end and pur⸗ 
poſe ; and chiefely this, that men be holding and (Xing the 
ſame, ſhould therupon take occaſion as it appeareth by Da- 
uid, with trembling and feare to thinke vpon that mightie 
| maicſtte,who is the firſt cauſe andcauſer the re ot, and then 
| to reuerence his helineſſe, who reigning friumpbant'y in 
heauen aboue, doth pet by theſe his wozkes on earth, ſhew 
bimſelfe terrible vnto the ſonnes of men, and thercby caus 


a ſeth them to remeber him perfozce,that ſoone god thought 
; in them, may as fier encreaſing fler, beget an other, befoze 
4 all be quite quenched, This then (as it ſæmeti) being the 
j purpoſe and counſaile of the holy Ghof, by ſuch bis wozkes 


to ſtirre vp in vs a moze ſtrong and fruitfr:1l impꝛeſſion of 
the great teitie, we nirde not now trauaile farre to (&ke 
out ſome pꝛeſidents thereof, in ſtraunge conntrics foz the 
ſatiſfping of our ie lues by the teſtimony of our owne cyes; 
fo; loe, the Lozd doth now at this inſtant in ſome ſozt pze- 
ſent the ſame vnto vs at home in our own natiue country, 
and that in diucrſe places by common repozt,but eſpecially 
in one place moze aboundantly then els where,as may ſul⸗ 


ficiently appeare by this Tiſcoi ng, faithfully (ctte 
downe by them whs are very perſons , and do tes 
. 
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A moſt ſtraunge and true 


report of certaine ground, containing nine acres 
and vpward, which was ſuncke, remoued, and car- 


ried out oſ his place, eight perches, vvith the trees 
ſtanding N "pwn Cockam hill, in the pariſh of 


ent, about fifteen miles diſtant 
from London, 


7554 N the pariſh of ram in Kent, about a 
A |myle from the Towne Southward, not 
far from the Caſt ſive ofa certaine great 
a and common high wap, called Cockan 
bin, leading from London towardes 
J|Fuckburſt, e other partes of Sex, about 
that coaſt lyeth a certaine Farme polle(- 
ſed by one maiſter &Kober: Heath, an ho⸗ 
at Sanderſſed in S urn, and pꝛe⸗ 


Weſtram in 


neſt Gentleman, 
ſently tenanted by o 
mong ſundzy parte ls of ground belonging thereto, in the 
mioſt of that arme are two cloſes lying togither , ſauing 
that they bee ſeparated with a ſtanding hedge, of Pollies, 
Ache s, Hazels, Millewes and Alders growing the ron: the 
ſcituation of which, and namely ol the vpper clole, tilt the 
IS. day of December laſt paſt, was aftcr this ſoꝛt. The vp- 
ter face of it lay ſomewhat aſlant, and vpon the ſhote of an 
bill, but not ſo much, but that a bowle being caſt vp againſt 
the bill might eaſily haue layen t ſetled without tumbling 
backe againe perfozce : otherwiſe it was reaſonably leucll 
fo2 the moſt part:foz it hath bene vſually mowed,and with- 
in theſe five yeares hath bene ſowed their times with thze 
ſundzy kindes of graine : firſt with wheate , ſecond iy with 
Barlp, and thirdly with Oates: A little abeue the Nozth 
enve thereof, lying ſomewhat higher then the reſt , harde 

15 at iopning 
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; Browne an honeſt peoman. fA- 
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Straungeremouing of ground, 

adioyning to the ſ@te of a very bigh and ep hil, there was 
n certaine carrying way fo2 Carte and Maine, to the Ten⸗ 
naunts vſe, and beneath that, towarde the middeſt uf it, a 
ſ@te path did croſſe to the cloſe: Bctweene the ſapdcarrys 
ing wap, and the ſapd fotepath, were two ſtanding pittes, 
the one being about ſixe twte deepe of water and moze, the 
other twelue fote at the leaſt,and about foure perches ouer 
in bzedth , haning ſundzy tuffes ol Alders and ſome Allies 
growing in the bottomes of them: the ground on the ſouth 
five of the ſayd pittes, lapt meunted higher then the vpper 
lacc of the water, about tenne fete, 

Againe, from the great high bill !ping at the vpper part 
of the grounde whereof wee ſpake befoze, two very little 
gozcls paſſed downe along Sonthward thzough the cloſe, 
they2 water Courſes being diuide d aſunder at the bpper 
end, about the carrying way, twelue perchcs,and about the 
middeſt twentie eight perches: All wpich earth ol the (aid 
cloſes within the ſayd gozelles, and about an Acre moze in 
bzedth one way,andeightyperches in length another way, 
beganne the ſapd etghteene day of December to alter and 
chaunge fozme and faſhion, and that very diucifly from day 
to day,foz the ſpace of tleuen dayes ang ither, alter this ma⸗ 
ner. 

Firſt on the ſapd 18. dar, the ſapd Tennant Ce. Browne 
going in the moꝛning toward that Cart wap, with purpole 
to paſſe along it, to a barne ſtanding beyond it, when bee 
tame to that part of it which laye about the head of the go⸗ 
zelles, he foũd it foz xij. pearches log to be ſunk there town 
right ſixe fete and a halfe derpe, by mealute taken by hun⸗ 
(elfe and other. Doe next mozning being the nineteenth 
day, ha comming thither agatne , found it to be ſunke ſix⸗ 
t&ne fote moꝛe then it was the dap befeze, The third mozs 
ning being the twentieth tap, her came againc, and then 
found it to be ſuncke atout cightic fate moze at the leaſt. 
And then from that dap koz war de, that great trench of 
ground lying partly in theſe twocloſcs, aud parily in ſüczp 


*othcr,containing fr6 the car ping way ſouthward in lengty 


(as is befoze laid) about eightie perches, and in bre dih in 


A 
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At Weſtram in Kent. 

ſome place (wentie eight and where it was narrolwe t xii. 
pearchrs,began with the hedges and tres thereon to loſe 
ie ſelf wholp frem the re ſt of the greund lying reunt about 
it, and withal to moue,Nide,ant ſhote ſouthward, not with 
any ſaddaine ſhot, but cræ ping by little, and littie,ſoas the 
| motion and ſtirring thereof was not tiſcerned noz percey- 
ved, by the that were pꝛeſently ſtant ing vpon it and woz⸗ 

king c bout tt, but only by the ſundz1e t ffeas that followed, 

as the cracking of the rotes of tres , the bzuſhing of 
boughes , the noiſe of the hedge-wod bzcaking , the ga⸗ 

1 ping of the ground, andthe riuing of the carth aſunder, 
the falling of the tozne furrowes and huge trenches after 

it, ſome foure ſote d#pe , ſome ſixe and ſome ſeauen and 


AC CA” MA” MM 


moze, whereby there were mate in it at the leaſt not ſo 
le we as tleuen thonſanbfurrows,riffes,cracks, and cleſts 
in diuetſe places here and there. This mouing and cary- 
ing of the ground ſouthward contine wing ſtil both by day 
and night ſoz tbe ſpace ofcleuen daxyes togither , fliting a 
fant, ſome times as it was noted, fouretene handfulls by 
meaſare, in one houre anda halfe did wonderfully alter and 
chanage the Whole face of that land: ſozin ſome places 
thereof, thc binder ground comming faſter fozwarde (as 
it ſhoulde apprare ) then the fozmer grounde did gine 
wape vnto it, cauſed it toſwell vppe in rounde hillocks 
like vato graues, the greene turfe rt mupning Cill whole 
and vnbzoken abene : In other places the hinder grounte 
tame ſo violently , as that it did not only trare the greens 
* tur fe aboue, but alſo diꝭ riſe and lift vp it ſe lle, and did tolle 
and tumble euer the other as it were waucs oz ſurges and 
lo ſta pet as ſtanding buts, and at the laſt the whole plette 
was io fouſed, tozne and tent, and withall the grerne tur ſe 
ſo tattt red ano turned vp ſide downe, as that there is ſcant 
ſo much as one pearch togithe r ot al this ground leſt whole 
with the graſſe vpon it vncrackt. 
The ground of the two water pits euen from the very 
muddy bottoms whole, witha great rocke of fone vndcr 
the (ame are not cnlye — cut of theyz places 
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Straunge remouing of ground, 

and tarried fozward toward the South , at the leaſt foure 
perches apece , with their tuffes of Alders fill fanding 
vpon them, but withall,they are mounted vp aloſt, and bes 
come hilles, ſtanding pet to be ſeenc with their ſedge, flags, 
and blacke mudde vpon the toppe of them fill, higher then 
the vpyer face of the water is now (which they haue fo2ſas 
ken) by at the lealt nine fote: and into p place from which 

he are remoued and ryſen, other ground which lap high⸗ 
e befoze, is deſcended and come downe, recciuing the was 
ter iping now vpon it, as it did betoze vpon the other, 

Moꝛcduer, in one place of the plaine fielde, there is a 
great Hole made by ſinking of the earth, tothe depthe cf 
thirtic fete at the leaſt, be ing in bꝛeadth in ſome place, two 
perches ouer, and in length, ſiue oꝛ fire perches. 

Like wile there is a he dge of 30. perches long re mo⸗ 
ved and carrped Southward, with his trees and all, ſeuen 
perches at the leaſt : And of theſe tres ſome do ſtill ſtand, 
and grow vpꝛight, and ſome are quite out rthꝛowne, coue- 
red and buried, with the folding of the earth running vpon 
them, and almoſt both the endes of the ſayd he dge are ſunke 
and coucred wholy with the earth: the Caſt end of it foure 
perches long, the Wieſt end fine perches long, 

pany other alterations there be of trees that be ſunke 
and remoued out of their places, ſome flue perches, ſome 
ſire : as namely, one Holly tre is dztuenſcucn perches out 
of his plate, and pet it ſtanteth vpzight ſcill, and a great Al, 
der is tone rote and all cut of the grounde, and carrped 
from his place foure perches, and there it lyeth,the top tur⸗ 
ned downe to the ground, 

Beſide this, the re was one parte of ground of halfe an 
Acre, which in times paſt did lye vp ſhoting in betwerne 
the two fieldes : this perte now, with an hedge row of trees 
ſtanding vppon it, is llipped quite away Southward, from 
be twerne thoſe two cloſes: and they two befoze ſeuere d, are 
now come togither g iopned as one, and in their comming, 
are tumbled oncr a ſommer hedge,+ wityall two other bed- 
ges, and a ſhawe of hazell trees, and buſhes, which did ſcuer 


them, arc now dziuen togither on heapes at the @outhend, 
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At Weſtram in Kent. 


Sundzy other ſinkings there be in diners plates, one of 
ſirtie flue fate ,an other offozty ſcuen fate, an other of thir- 
tie foure fote, 

By meanes of all which cofuſton , it is come to paſſe, 
that where the higheſt hilles were heeretofoze , there the 
teepeſt Dales hæ now. And where the loweſt Dales wers 
then, now the ground lpeth mounted hie ſt. 

The fotepath ſpokenof befoze , is now car ped out of 
ſquare cight pearches at the leaſt, the lower end el this 
ground is caryed ſouthward in bzedth thꝛe pearches oucr 
into two medowes, whereok one is in the poſſeſſion of an o⸗ 
ther man called Thomas Toller. 

Finally the whole meaſure and content of this bꝛeaking 
grounde , was at leaſt nine acres ſeauen day wozkes and 
foure perches, on the twentie ninth day of December uU hẽ 
this figure and meaſure of it was taken, as here ye ſee it ſet 
downe ; And ſince that time it cracketh and clcaueth daily 
moe and moze on all ſites round about if, 

Among other things touching this matter, this alſo is 
eſpecially to bee conſidered , that whereas by the great 
aboundaunce of water, andcontinuall rapne which haue 
fallen ſo many monethes togither of late, ſundzpe great 
bowznes, and violent ſtreames haue bzoken out in many 
places of this land, and at the leaſt ſcauen ſuch within xi, 
miles of this place euery wap, the leaſt whereof is able to 
dziue a cozne ill, where ſeldente 02 neuer any ſuch haue 
bin befo2e , and that this ground lycth(as we haue ſaide) 
vnder a high hill that might occaſion ſome ſuch iſſue , pet 
there hath no crtraozdinary ceurſe of water bzohen out 
bppon it, noz nere vnto it by amile any wap, neither 
baue the (mall (pzings thereof, during all thts wet wea⸗ 
ther, bin any thing increaſed to ſpeake ok. In ſo much as 
the two little gozelles mentioned befoze, being they that 
do cary moſt water ouer this routing ground, are neither 
cf them ſo great, but that their tree mes might at any time 
all this yeare (and ſo many ſtill ) eaſily paſſe th;oughan 
auger hole of an Inch and halfe bzoade. Which I (prake fo 


this end, that the ſtrange cariage, mwuing, dꝛyuing, and 
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trange remouing of ground, | 

5 diſplating of huge malle ol eat th, and the deauing bp of the 

vallyes ant lowe pits, with the great rotes thereof rapſed 
1 and mounted vnto helles, with tbe trees the re vpon, cannot | 
| be im pyted to the aboundance of water enfozcing it as the 
cauſe tie rot, as (ome perhaps other wiſe would imagin and | 
* ſuppt ſr. | 
te whole maner cf the ſtraunge ccnfuſion of this plat 
tant at ve diſcribꝛ d acco2bing as it is but there hath(by re- 
pozt of the Fat mers end others ) come to ſæ it at ſundzp 
times, from Zendor zud other partes efthe country foare 
theu and people ſince it firſt began: to whom it hath ſemen | 
to be a very Ureunge and ſeatc full ſight, giuing occaſion | 
0 vnto (ome of the m;to thinke vpon that great opening ofthe | 
carth that ſhalbe in the latter day when ſhe ſhall ye lde vp 4 

ber dead, that be in her to come tothe reſurrection, to other 
to thinke vpen that fcarc full gaping of the ground wheres 
in Cora) and his cempany were deuoured. 
And to the intent the reader may not thinke himſelfe tg 
be abuſcd in this repozt by ſome vaine deuiſed fable, ſundzy 
of the netghbozs and inbabitarts, and the y of the be ſt cre⸗ 
dit dwciling thereabcut, who haue bin at it, and ars 
exe witne ſſes there of, baue bin content hte re vn⸗ 
to to giuc their teſtimony.vby ſabſcribing 
their names at the beginning 
in of this boke, 
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